
Floodplain Management 

Policy in practise: 

•reduce risk to life and property 

(prioritising residential property) 

•Tailor made or bespoke plans for  

individual communities 

 



RISK 

 

 

•Risk = consequence x likelihood 

 

Likelihood ï frequency of occurrence, return period,  

Consequence ï impact on land use, eg commercial, residential, critical use 

 



Evolution of Policy 

 
•Existing Risk – 1955 Maitland, engineering works 

•Future Risk – 1980s, landuse planning; merit based policy 

•Continuing risk – 1990 Ningan, evacuation planning mgm 

 



Floodplain Management Process 

Engenders community participation and ownership 

 

FME ï In NSW Councils acts as FME, 

Council FPM Committee, Technical sub-

committee 

 



Floodplain Management Process 

 

Data Collection ï includes capturing 

community experience of previous floods: 

inundation (depth, extent) and ferocity 

(velocity, rate of rise) through community 

surveys 

 



Floodplain Management Process 

 

Flood study ï matching computer modelling 

of floods with community experience; finding 

agreement; building confidence.  

 



Floodplain Management Process 

 

FPMS ï exploring flood mitigation measures 

to reduce risk acceptable to the community 

 



Floodplain Management Process 

 

FPM Plan ï measure acceptable to the 

community; willing to pay  

 



Floodplain Management Process 

 

Plan Implementation 

Existing risk ï structural measures, funding 

Future risk - DCP,  

Continuing risk - SES evacuation planning 



Floodplain Management – Community 

Education  

•SES Flood Safe 

•NSW Managing Flood Risk 
You Tube videos (10)  

•FMA-UTS Floodplain  

Management subject 
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Dorothea Mackellar ñéé.of droughts and flooding rainséò 


