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Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of 
Greater Chicago (District)

ÅHistory of Chicago and the District
ÅOverview of collection systems in Chicago
ÅHow we manage stormwater
ÅWhat the future holds









Chicago 1832
Population: 1831: 60 

1832: 150
1834: 1,800
1837: 4,170 (Chicago is incorporated )
1846: 14,169



Chicago 1857

Population 1856: 84,113 
1860: 112,172
1880: 503,185
1890: 1,099,850
1894: 1,567,657







Bubbly Creek



Chicago Drinking` Water Intake - 1867





- The District was created in 1889
- Mission: Protect the quality of the water supply source
- Decided to reverse the flow of the Chicago River entirely










